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U.S. Department of Justice 



Ernie Lazar 

Post Office Box 423434 

San Francisco, CA 94142-3434 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
935 Pennsylvania Ave , N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20535-0001 

JUL 2 9 1S99 

Subject of Request: .Bxophy, _ Frank C. 

FOIPA No. 4 2 9 5 6 3 /190- HQ-1250177 


Dear Requester: 

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records Excisions have been made to protect 
information exempt from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (Freedom of 
Information Act) and/or Section 552a (Privacy Act). In addition, where excisions were made, the 
appropriate exempting subsections have been cited opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld 
in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has been substituted showing the reasons or basis for the 
deletion The subsections cited for withholding information from the enclosed documents are marked below: 




Section 552 


Section 552a 

□ 

(b)(1) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

0 

(b)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

0 

(b)(3) 1_8_ 

USC 5038 

_ K) (b)(7)(C) 

□ 00(1) 




_ 8 (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 




_ □ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 




_ □ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

□ 

(b)(4) 


□ (b)(8) 

□ 00(5) 

□ 

(b)(5) 


□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ 

(b)(6) 



□ 00(7) 


(See Form OPCA-16a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions.)^-—" 

V \ ; 

Pursuant to your request, 58 _pages(s) were reviewed anil . 52 / page(s) are 

being released. 

During the review of material pertinent to the subject of your request, documents were located 
which 

□ originated with another Government agcncy(ies). 

These documents were referred to that agencv(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

□ contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the 
FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other 
agency(ies). 




WWKM. 63REAU OF t.TYEjTKATl.* 
I>. 5. CEPMIMCNI Of HJSTICt 

CO««UNIC*riOKS SECTION 


| Mr. IViruvrrowd. 


1, PHOENIX 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


URGENT 


[SUB, FRANK CULLEN fiROPHY, VICTIM, EXTORTION. BfiOPHY 


WELL KNOWN BANKER CURRENTLY PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN OF THE 


BOARD, BANK OF DOUGLAS, PHOENIX, ARIZONA, RECEIVED AT TEN 


THIS DATE A LETTER PRINTED IN PENCIL AT HIS BUSINESS OFFICE 


FORTY SIX VEST MONROE, CARE OF BANK OF DOUGLAS, POSTMARKED 


PX ARIZONA THREE PM APRIL FOUR LAST, READING AS FOLLOWS 


QUOTE MR, BROPHY 


IS YOUR LIFE AND YOUR FAMILY'S WORTH 


ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. IF SO HAVE THE MONEY READY TO 


BRING TO ME, I HAVE TWO MEN WATCHING YOUR HOUSE, AND ONE 


WATCHING YOUR OFFICE. ALL OF KY MEN AND I KNOW WHAT YOU 


LOOK LIKE, BUT YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT WE LOOK LIKE SO IF YOU 


KNOW WHAT IS GOOD FOR YOU, YOU VILL PLAY ALONG WITH US, AND 


HAVE THE MONEY 


DON-T GO TO THE POLICE FOR IT IS UNWISE 


READY, I WILL WRITE YOU AND TELL YOU WHERE TO BRING IT 


DON-T CALL THE POLICE. SINCERELY, A FRIEND UNQUOTE 


FACTS DISCUSSED WITH USA, PX, WHO IS OF OPINION WRITING IS IN 


TITLE EIGHTEEN USC 


VIOLATION OF SECTION EIGHT SEVEN SIX 


1A1S0I 


AND MORE SO IF SECOND LETTER 











PAGE TWO 


BROPHY AND SHOULD ANY ADDITIONAL LETTERS BE RECEIVED. IMMEDIATE 


ADVICE WILL BE RENDERED THIS OFFICE* LETTE R BEING FORWARDED- 4^ 
LABORATORY FOR HANDWRITjNfL EXAMINATION TODAY AMSD. . BUREAU WILL BE 
KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 


CROSBY 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


PHOENIX, ARIZONA 


PX FILE NO. lOU-2461 


FRANK Cl 


BROPHY 


SECURITY MATTER 


Sub j., a prominent and wealty fin¬ 
ancier of Phoenix, Ariz., while en- 
route to Mexico City, D. F., in 
March, 1943, had article "Bonds Will 
Not Win the War" removed from bag¬ 
gage by Censorship as possibly infla- 
matory. Article, apparently written 
by subj., dealt in critical manner 
with war bonds and inflation. Inves¬ 
tigation indicates subj. bitter anti- 
New Dealer but acquaintances state not 
considered subversive and loyalty not 
questioned. Tlas officer in U. S. Army- 
in last World War. 


1U4.S case was initiated uponrec 
from Temporary Confidential Informant^ 
ly prior thereto attempted to export 
or article entitled "Bonds will Not Win th 
tained by Temporary Confidential Informant 
furnished the Phoenix, office and is being 
ed in the file of this case: 


. * ,, ' '3T* — J 

to the effect that:; subject had stiort- 
,e port at Douglas, Arizona ,a document 
e A copy of this article, ob- 

■ from a confidential source, was 
Hooted below, the copy being retain- 


"BONDS WILL NOT WIN THE WAR 


COPIES DESTROYED. 


of [i the 


month can be epita- 


BECO 


REPORT MADE AT ~\ 

v y 

DATE WHEN MADE 

PHOENIX, ARIZON^/ 

3-31-43, 

- cuL^- — 


U S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE —O — 7— 
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"The sales' for the first year of defense and war 
bonds are now stated to amount to $5,389>349j000.00. 

In view of the efforts now being made by Washington it 
is possible that the sales of War Bonds for the next 12 
months may be doubled, making a grand total of something 
over $15,000,000,000.00 of Defense and War Bonds sold 
to the American public in the two year period. 

"During the same time, the war expenditure will 
have run to well over $100,000,000,000.00. The $15,000, 
000,000.00 of bonds sold to the American people will be 
but a small fraction of the national debt as the second 
year of war bond sales draws to an end. 

"During the year ahead, we can anticipate the forc¬ 
ed purchase of War Bonds in many ways. The acquisition 
of such bonds will furnish the insignia for partiotism 
liLch every American will be asked to assume. Like the 
endless volume of words that eminate3 from the $30,000, 
000.00 worth of Washington propaganda each year, the 
bonds of war will continue to flow on for a long time 
to come and a small portion of them will reach the un¬ 
suspecting hands of patriotic Americans. The propagan¬ 
dists from Washington now turning salesman will explain 
in seemly learned language the mastery of the attack on 
Inflation. The bond holder will gradually come to re¬ 
gard himself as a fourth line fighter in the war to spe¬ 
ed the Four Freedoms everywhere. With his $100.00 bond 
-- he will be assured that he is doing his part in driving 
back the devastating forces of inflation that threatens 
our heavily borrowing nation. 

"But these bonds which go into the hands of the 
public will, in fact, have little if anything to do with 
a subject of inflation. The greatest value of tteLr. ac¬ 
quisition by the public will be their propaganda value in 
that they take the citizens' eye away from the discourag¬ 
ing results of governmental .stupidities In ..the field of 
military action and focus them upon the domestic field 
where joepardy of the citizens' peace and happiness can 
be more readily seen. The retarding of the inflation 
will depend not upon the insignificant volume of bonds 
held by investors, but upon the forthrightness of the 
politicians who are to administer the rationing program 
in the newly regimented America. If these men will.be 
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stern and hard enough in their acts, the inflationary spiral 
will never even start irrespective of the diminished quanti¬ 
ty of goods and the ever swelling volume of funds available 
for the use of the prospective users. The American economy 
which in 1929 suffered from too much production and not en¬ 
ough purchasing power will soon suffer from not enough con¬ 
sumable production and too much purchasing power. The lat¬ 
ter is a problem far simpler than the one that could not be 
solved in 1929-1939 period. All that is needed is the 
forces of a Stalin to lay down the limitations of rationing 
and then enforce them with machine guns. It has been done 
time and again in Russia successfully. It remains to be 
seen if the Russian inspired regimenters of the New Deal will 
have the stomach to carry them through to their logical des¬ 
tination. 

"The obvious danger that non-inflationary rationing 
will not be carried out lies in the direction of the same 
American public which is now being fooled with the idea of 
stopping the flood of inflation by stuffing the cracks in the 
dyke with their little handfulls of bonds. Will there be time 
for the regimenters to develop a hardness and a technique of 
enforcement adequate to meet the rebellion of the masses when 
they finally realize how they have been fooled. The American 
mob is 200 years more developed, economically speaking, than 
the Russian mob that was shot down when it grumbled at the 
repression of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

"Unless the politicians can meet this situation in more 
- than a compromising manner (which is the logical manner for 
politicians to adopt) a more or less disrupting inflationary 
situation will create one more difficulty in the heritage of 
problems that America will have to face in the intern before 
its final test of survival arrives. 

A check of the indices of the Phoenix office reveals a record of 
FRANK CULU3N BROPHY, a prominent Bhoenician, in Phoenix files 100-143 and 
100-153-323• In the former fllsJr’Igague^to it is reveal¬ 

ed that Mr. BR0FHI wrote to the Phoenix Field Division as follows, enclosing a 
copy of the magazine pamphlet entitled "Tbefo'ruth About England", published by 
the "League To Save America First" and printed by the - Mercury Printing Company, 
755 North Western Avenue, Los Angeles, California: 

"1 enclose & pamphlet which I rather suspect is a bit of 
Nazi propaganda. It might be worthwhile for you to have your 
Hollywood, office check up on Box 3 07 Hollywood , or the Mer- 

-3- 
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who was a well known financier of Arizona and who drowned near Guaymns, Sonora, 
Mexico, about fifteen years ago. This Informant also disclosed that it is well 
known in Arizona that subject is quite wealthy and has taken an active interest 
in State and National politics over a number of years past, very frequently 
speaking out viciously on various political issues; that subject vigorously 
supported President Roosevelt and the Administration drsing President's first 
two terms but has just as vigorously and outspokenly opposed the Administration 
since the Third Term began. 

Informant related that subject owns the controlling stock in the Bank, 
of Douglas, Douglas, Arizona, also owns a considerable amount of Arizona real 
estate, including a ranch west of Ft. Huachuca, Arizona, and the Brophy Build¬ 
ing in Douglas. 

Concerning the above article “Bonds Will Not Win the War' 1 , Informant 
^^^■stated that the article was not printed matter but apparently had been 
^WSposed by subject and typewritten* This view was supported bynthe fact that 
subject had made handwritten notes found in his baggage concdrning the subject 
of inflation and some of the material seemed to indicate a fairly detailed 
research because the research material appeared to have been published as far 
back as 1885 on financed, and inflationary questions. Informant was unable to 
furnish any information, however, as to the titles of this material but he did 
state that none of it appeared subversive and none of it was held up except 
the above article on war bonds. Subject apparently knew that the article on 
bonds was removed from the other papers because when the baggage was delivered 
to the Bank examined, this information 

was given •AgjtfHH in 

subject, but the removal to subject at 

ter date. No objection the removal, according to Informant 




Temporary Confidential Infonnanvised that subject, while some¬ 
times attacking the present Administraticn^HH its policies almost in a fana¬ 
tical manner, had never been considered by those who knew him as subversive or 
as intentionally impeding the war effort; that like a number of other wealthy 
people, subject has the belief that inflation is not being successfully combat¬ 
ted. He informed that subject has always aired his views without hesitation 
concerning political matters but they seemed to always have a patriotic motive 
and were concerning questions of the day and not apparently designed to inter¬ 
fere with the war effort as such. 


Informant^^Hrelated that while subject is known generally to have a 
cynical attitude iaWHS conversation about war bonds and their sales, at the ^ 
same time he arranged to have a special window set aside at the Bank of Douglas 
for the sale of the-bonds and during the last war bond drive he arranged to 
have a full time employee at a special desk in the bank doing nothing but is¬ 
suing bonds to the public who bought them. Informant also cited the information 
he had received from Douglas OPA officials to the effect that 


- 5 - 
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when sublet’s real estate agent In Douglas, was .Baking arrange¬ 

ments to dispossess the OPA from its office TiWB^SropEy Building recently 
for non-psyment of rent, subject upon being called by long distance* at Phoe¬ 
nix by the Douglas OPA stated the OPA could remain in the building although 
he did not believe in the organisation and although the rent was not being 
paid. 

Temporary Confidential Infora&ntjj^^fcidvised he has been personally 
acquainted with subject over twenty years^Rlng which he has never consider¬ 
ed subject subversive. He cited, as did the above informants, that subject 
has aired strong political views but usually on such subjects as were being 
argued in the Congress and on questions generally of a public nature. He 
stated that subject is well educated, being a graduate of Yale and was an 
officer in the Artillery during World War 1, serving for some time overseas 
on the battlefronts'. He said he knew this because be was i^Prance too and 
saw subject tla'e. v/ Subject's father, according to InformautJ^^cas manager 
of the entire Phelps Dodge .Mercantile system and quite weal^^r 

P. InformantJ^Bb-elated that subject lived in Bisbee until the 1920’s 

when subject moved T^Thoe nix and vent into the Phoenix Rational Bank with 
his father, 1, H. BBOPHYj that subject presently li-^^in Phoenix and has 
for a long period of years. According to Informantsubject has been 
known by his friends as gathering material for a boJ^^T inflation but so far 
as Informant knew, this book has never been completed or published. 


'P 


*&&*>*< 


The Loretto Ac^^my of Douglas was endowed and built by W. H. BROPHY, 
according to Informant^^^Khis being a Catholic school which is still operat¬ 
ing and entailing the S^HRiture of about $1£^^Q2Q0. The School was built 
as a memorial to subject's mother. Informan^^H^lsclosed that the EROPHY"- 
family are ardent Catholics. 

Temporary Confidential Informant^^^Ltatedthat.hejias known subject— 
many years and while in recent years subj^^Wi&s been known as a bitter anti- 
New Dealer and speaks out frequently on national issues and politics, there 
has never been any serious question as to subject's loyalty and patriotism. 

He felt entirely safe in stating that subject is not dangerous to the welfare 
of the country from an Internal security standpoint, although he. Informant, 
disagreed with subject's vicious criticism of the Administration during war¬ 
time because such criticism might be bad for the moral of the home front. 


None of the abae Informants were able to state where subject was 
born although they advised that they are quite positive he is a native of 
Arizona and was born in this State, exact place not known. 









j l/lb I TEt'iPORARy CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 

p i(L_• 



Nogales, Arizona. 

t 

Douglas, Arizona. 

# 

uglaa, Arizona. 

DOuglas, Arizona* 

uglas, .Arizona. 


In view of the prominence of the subject in this case, all of the 
above Informants requested that their names be kept confidential although 
information given by them might nob be considered derogatory. 













By WESTBROOK FEGLER 
'TUCSON, Ariz., March 21 
A closure that T 
•of Arizona, a in' 
nationalist” cult which deplores 
smearing, had smeared a prominent 
American naturalist and ardent anti¬ 
communist has caused repercus- 
gipns, , 

* I believe I will sustain my 
•charge that Douglas spread a ru- 
Tnor which defiled the reputation 
of a citizen of - • __ 

spotless repute 
and that the vic-|< 
tim is not given 
.the chance which 
all this cult 
angrily demands 
for communists, 
pro • communists, 

Americans of di¬ 
luted loyalty and 
"security risks.” 

Shis victim is not 
permitted even to 
know who his 
Original accuser is. 

■’ This condemnation of an innocent 
than was related to me and two 
Other persons by FrankU Brophy, 
Who has been a friemToT Uauglas 
since they were children. 

: Brophy wrote me immediately 
that he was "astounded” and “cha¬ 
grined.” 

-^-’T hasten to set forth my recol¬ 
lection of this conversation and cor¬ 
rect what I regard to be several 
errors in ycrur reporting of it,” he 
Jypbte.' "First, Mr. Douglas never 
anything about this matter, 
was'told by another person that 
" •.^Douglas had said that he be- 
’e^certain remarks about (the 
. to be true. Secondly, until 
Jread your account, I never heard 
anything about a ‘psychiatrist* tje- 
mg involved,, so I. could not have 
Jrientioned suchp thing.” 

“ <Alld erdjce,: a trans- 
iJanUHl 'fiUSWnr Kiyilblican ,ye- 
jcson, agrees that Bro¬ 


phy did* riot •mdn’ti’oft ‘a p sychiatris t 
as-the original -authority Illl. this 
derogatory judgment of <he victim. 

Allderdice agrees that Brophy 
did not say Douglas repeated this, 
smear to him. However, Allderdice; 
does say Brophy said Jthis. attack 
was conveyed-to him by an inter-., 
mediary to whom, Douglas^ ex-.i 
pressed himself, So does Brophy. 

“As I recall," Brophy’s letter con¬ 
tinued, "we were discussing many 
of the curious positions which peo¬ 
ple who were strongly influenced 
by the *intemationalist’ point of 
view had taken in recent years. I 
believe I illustrated what I had in! 
mind # by saying that my friend, 
Lewis Douglas, a -man of •- intelli¬ 
gence and integrity, was said to 
have repeated charges against— 
which I was sure were erroneous. 
The point of pur discussion, as. I 
recall it, was the completely - irra¬ 
tional and emotional attitudes which 
‘internationalism’ seemed to engen¬ 
der in people who were normally 
intelligent and discerning. 

“I think this is a correct inter¬ 
pretation of the conversation you 
refer to. If, upon recollection, you 
agree, I urge that you retract what 
you have said about. Mr. Douglas in 
the role of character-assassin. I| 
assure you I do not agree with 
many of Mr. Douglas’ political 
views—and never have—but I also 
assure you that I know Mr. Doug¬ 
las to be an extremely kind man 
and one who would not intentionally 
harm another '■human' being—even 
thotie might violently disagree with 
such a person ...” 


f those i 
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Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tamm_ 

.Mr, Sizoo_ 


Mr. Winterrowd 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Holloman _ 
Miss Gandy_ 
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CO this Is the way of It now: 

° An. anonymous accuser pre¬ 
pared written ,data’’which Douglas |-Jr 
read. The accuser was not a psy- rjv 
chtatrist 4»ut lrf Mr.-_Douglas’. own - 
words, “a person who had made, so 
it was said, a profound stutjy of 
psychopathic cases" of various 1 
kinds.” • ,v.- ; > 

Douglas then conveyed to other- 
persons,‘all members of his family, 
this smear by an irresponsible, ama¬ 
teur observer without professional 
scientific, qualifications .whatever ; 
had met the victim. One of those 
persons, also anonymous^hfift 
layed the • smear to Brophy, 
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Wash. Post and 
Times Herald 

Wash. News 


? 1APft l 



Wash. Star _ 

N. Y. Herald Tribune _ 

N. Y. Mirror _ 
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